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was one who bade defiance to all mankind), filled
up every moment. " Leisure and I have taken
leave of one another/' he had written to his elder
brother some years earlier. Good heavens ! he
had not known what he was saying ; the diligence
of those days was mere idleness to this ; now he
made himself ill from zeal. The Club did indeed
debate whether one could be righteous overmuch ;
and though they decided that this was possible
in three ways - by raising up one virtue to the
detriment of another ; by exalting grace to the
neglect of law ; or by laying too great burdens
upon one's self- they came to the conclusion that
they were in no danger. Yet Wesley felt that he
was not renouncing the world as wholly as he
should, not nearly so well as his mother had
succeeded in doing. How was he to do this ? he
asked her. " What is the surest and shortest way ?
Is it not to be humble ? Surely this is a large step
in the way. But the question recurs, How am
I to do this ? To own the necessity of it is not to
be humble."

Something was wrong, perhaps at the very
basis. When he and Charles had walked to
Epworth in 1731, discovering on the way that
they could very well read as they walked, and so
not waste precious time, they had found on their
return that their converts had lapsed. The same
thing happened in 1733 : during an absence of
Wesley's at home, the community of twenty-seven
had dwindled to five, one of whom immediately